THE CROWES                                   cxvii

THE CROWES

Apart from his own family and the Ritchies, there was no house-
hold which Thackeray knew so long and so intimately as that of
Eyre Evans Crowe66 (1799-1868). Crowe was an Irishman who
as a young man had left Trinity College, Dublin, without a degree
and come to London to make his fortune by literature. During the
eighteen-twenties he wrote a series of unsuccessful novels and a
History of France (1830) for Dr. Lardner's Cabinet Encyclopedia.
Meanwhile, he had married Margaret, daughter of Captain Archer
of Newtown Mount Kennedy in the county of Wicklow, in 1823,
and the needs of his growing family forced him not long after
1830 to accept the post of Paris correspondent of The Morning
Chronicle. When Thackeray in the autumn of 1834 first visited
the Crowes at their home at the corner of the Grande Rue des
Batignolles and the Rue des Dames on the outskirts of Paris, they
already had five children, Eyre (b. 1824), Joseph (1825-1896),
Eugenie Marie, Edward (b. 1829), and Amy Marianne (1831-
1865). George, their last child, was born in 1841.

Later in 1834 the Crowes moved into central Paris, establishing
themselves on the sixth floor of an apartment building at 5 Rue du
29 Juillet. There Mrs. Crowe held a reception every Saturday
evening, and Thackeray fell into the habit of coming on that day
to the apartment about an hour before dinner, whereupon the chil-
dren would surround him and beg for a drawing. "The Counts"
Adventures y the principal series sketched for their amusement and
certainly among the most spirited and comic of Thackeray's carica-
tures, is reproduced for the first time in Appendix V below. After
dinner the party was usually increased by the painters William
Darley and John Brine (the "Count" of Thackeray's drawings), by
Jack Sheehan, by Captain and Mrs. Hankey, and by a variety of
Frenchmen and Germans. Mrs. Crowe played Irish jigs and
Scotch reels on the piano, and choruses were sung by all present,

66 This brief notice is based chiefly on Sir Joseph Crowe's Reminiscences of
Thirty-Five Years of my Life (London, 1895).